178                    MAHIE LOUISE.

Napoleon help us to resist this movement which is as
violent as it is general. Now that you are here, you
can see the strength and the skill with which the
Austrian government has to contend. We may de-
spise and triumph over the clamors of society which
urges war with the wildest passion; but the reason-
able and reasoning majority of the nation, which
desires nothing but peace, and has hitherto been
held back only by the hope of obtaining it, how is
that to be satisfied, if,.as Count Bubna writes, the
Emperor of France should consider himself driven
to a war to the death with Prussia and Russia, in
which we cannot feel sure that we shall not be impli-
cated? Be sure that if Prince Schwarzenberg's army
corps, which the Emperor Napoleon has blamed for
not going to Minsk, could have been there, which
would have made it experience the fate of the rest of
the allied army on its return, nothing could have
prevented the Austrian army from marching against
the French, whatever the government might have
tried to do."

Metternich no longer tried to conceal his thoughts.
u The Austrian government," he said, at the end of
his interview with M. de Narbonne, " is like a swim-
mer struggling with strength and courage against
the current, and hoping to succeed; it would be cer-
tain, if the Emperor Napoleon were willing to aid it
a little; that is to say, if he were to consent to condi-
tion^ of peace equally compatible with his glory and
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